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PART ONE: CRUCIAL YEARS  
 
1. We are passing through crucial years. Hope is the mark of the present moment. We pray that 
almighty God may give us back our moral, social, and economic life purified and in all ways bettered by 
the fires through which it has passed. The tragic trials we have endured, which no human power could 
avert or arrest, have left us nothing on which to lean but the providence of God. Every thoughtful man 
has had at least a glimpse of the supernatural background upon which the world of material things 
reposes and to which it must adjust itself if we are not to have over and over again a repetition of these 
bewildering experiences. It would be a crowning tragedy if we were to learn no lesson from them, if we 
were to go back to the condition of things out of which the present crisis issued and after a new era of 
plenty, endure again a new agony. Our most urgent need is God’s blessing upon the world and especially 
upon our own country. We summon all men of good will to pray for that blessing, and, by their works of 
unselfishness to deserve it, and to advance the commonweal.  
 
2. We have been witness of a great social and political catastrophe, the causes of which are not to be 
found in one place or in one nation, but in all places and among all peoples, and the effects of which are 
devastating and world wide. Through the mysterious and just dispensations of divine Providence, the 
world has been shaken to its very foundations as a consequence of the World War. While the human 
mind can never measure adequately the monstrous evils which have followed in its wake, we must 
thank God that it did not overthrow the entire structure of European civilization and the culture of all 
the Christian centuries.  
 
Universal Distress  
 
3. Of the evils that have encompassed us, Pope Pius XI, with world vision, said a year ago: From the 
Flood on, it would be hard to find spiritual and material distress so deep, so universal, as that which we 
are now experiencing; even the greatest scourges that left indelible traces in the lives and memories of 
peoples, struck only one nation at a time. Now, on the contrary, the whole of humanity is held bound by 
the financial and economic crisis . . . . There is no people, there is no state, no society or family, which in 
one way or another, directly or indirectly, to a greater or lesser extent, does not feel the 
repercussion.[1]  
 
Sacrifices of Our People  
 
4. Our people, accustomed to standards of living and comforts not enjoyed by other nations, have been 
called upon to endure grievous hardships. We can speak only words of praise of the long-suffering and 
disciplined spirit of our Catholic people during the four years of our economic and moral crisis. Their 
sufferings, their privations, their generosity, especially that shown by the poor to those still poorer, will 
fill an inspiring page of our history. Noble sacrifices have been made by them to support from their 
almost exhausted funds our Catholic schools and institutions of charity and our many works of religion.  
 
Alleged Causes of Depression  
 
5. When considering the causes of the general distress, we hear many lament the material destruction 
wrought by the World War; the loss of our foreign markets, the extremes of inflation, and the depths of 



depression; the orgy of speculation and the consequent wiping out of vast fortunes; the collapse of 
credit; unlimited mass production, disturbing the balance of population between the rural districts and 
industrial centers; the inexcusable extravagance of government expenditures; and the national crime of 
maintaining armaments beyond all reasonable limits.  
 
6. Many, having a materialistic attitude toward life, and therefore without a true moral sense of their 
obligations, object to any restriction of competition, even that which degrades the dignity of human 
labor and ignores every principle of justice. Others resent opposition to monopolies and dictatorship in 
the economic world, and regard as an infringement of their rights any interference with their powerful 
corporations, and mergers, or with lobbies, which have sought to corrupt and to control the state.  
 
7. Some, with even greater moral callousness, do not hesitate to array the nations one against the other, 
if thereby their personal power and riches be increased. In the language of Pope Pius, they permit a 
social order “which spurns no less the laws of nature than those of God.”[2]  
 
Greed  
 
8. In tracing the remote causes of the present misery of mankind, we must listen to him who as a loving 
father views from an eminence all the nations of the world. Quoting St. Paul, our Holy Father says: “The 
desire of money is the root of all evil.” Is it not that lust of earthly goods that the pagan poet called with 
righteous scorn “the accursed hunger for gold,” is it not that sordid egoism which too often regulates 
the mutual relations of individuals and society, is it not, in fine, greed, whatever be its species and form, 
that has brought the world to a pass we all see and deplore? From greed arises mutual distrust that 
casts a blight on all human beings; from greed arises envy, which makes a man consider the advantages 
of another as losses to himself; from greed arises narrow individualism, which orders and subordinates 
everything to its own advantage without taking account of others, on the contrary, cruelly trampling 
underfoot all rights of others. Hence the disorder and inequality from which arises the accumulation of 
the wealth of nations in the hands of a small group of individuals who manipulate the market of the 
world at their own caprice to the immense harm of the masses.[3]  
 
9. A worse condition has been brought about, as the Holy Father says: “In our days not alone is wealth 
accumulated, but immense power and despotic economic domination is concentrated in the hands of 
the few, and those few are frequently not the owners but only the trustees and directors of invested 
funds, who administer them at their good pleasure.  
 
10. “This power becomes particularly irresistible when exercised by those who, because they hold and 
control money, are able also to govern credit and determine its allotment, for that reason supplying, so 
to speak, the lifeblood to the entire economic body, and grasping, as it were, in their hands the very soul 
of production, so that no one dare breathe against their will. . . .  
 
11. “This concentration of power has led to a threefold struggle for domination. First, there is the 
struggle for dictatorship in the economic sphere itself; then, the fierce battle to acquire control of the 
state, so that its resources and authority may be abused in the economic struggles. Finally, the clash 
between states themselves.”  
 
12. The pontiff continues to outline the deplorable conditions existing: Free competition is dead. 
Economic dictatorship has taken its place. Unbridled ambition for domination has succeeded the desire 
for gain; the whole economic life has become hard, cruel, and relentless in a ghastly measure. 



Furthermore, the intermingling and scandalous confusing of the duties and offices of civil authority and 
of economics have produced crying evils and have gone so far as to degrade the majesty of the state. 
The state, which should be the supreme arbiter, ruling in kingly fashion far above all party contention, 
intent only upon justice and the common good, has become instead a slave, bound over to the service 
of human passion and greed.[4]  
 
13. And still the worst is to be told—“the ruin of souls.” Our Holy Father says that today “the conditions 
of social and economic life are such that vast multitudes of men can only with great difficulty pay 
attention to that one thing necessary, namely, their eternal salvation.”[5] In the language of St. Paul, “as 
they liked not to have God in their knowledge, God delivered them up to a reprobate sense.”[6]  
 
Our Conditions  
 
14. If we apply to our own country the weighty words of His Holiness we find that, in common with 
other nations, we have brought about our present unhappy conditions by divorcing education, industry, 
politics, business, and economics from morality and religion, and by ignoring for long decades the innate 
dignity of man and trampling on his human rights. We have failed to realize that these rights are 
supreme so far as the purpose of human society is concerned; that they include the right of the 
individual to life, and also to the means of a normal, healthy life of mind and body, so long as man is 
willing to do his part: that they include likewise his rights as a social being which rights should ensure 
sufficient means to provide for himself and his family. And, when speaking of man as a social being, we 
mean men, women, and children, the husband and wife—in a word, the human family.  
 
An Industrial Nation  
 
15. That we are an industrial nation is our public boast. Industry is considered to be of more importance 
than the moral welfare of man. The lord of all is industry. “Save Industry!” is the cry. “Put big business 
on its feet and all will be well, as it was in the past!”  
 
16. Industry in our country, through the concentration of wealth, has acquired such complete control 
that independent operation, even on the part of so-called owners and employers, is practically 
impossible. The tremendous increase in the output of industry during recent years, due to the natural 
resources of our country, to inventions, and to machinery, especially to the giant machines, has made 
some enormously rich, has brought many comforts, and has abolished much drudgery, but it has not 
ensured the worker the proportionate gain to which he is justly entitled. It has, however, vastly 
increased the incomes of industrialists and capitalists.  
 
False Philosophy  
 
17. The social philosophy prevailing during recent centuries has carried human society far from its safe 
moorings. That philosophy—if, indeed, it be worthy of the name—which has ruled governments, groups, 
and individuals for the past three hundred years has not taken as its guide the moral law, has not 
considered the rights of man. Money, not man, has been the supreme consideration and the justifying 
end. That philosophy has aroused opposition and has given rise to errors and exaggerations that are 
anti-Catholic and anti-Christian.  
 
18. That same demoralizing philosophy defended, and defends today, unrestrained individual economic 
freedom and the economic dictatorship that has succeeded it. That philosophy permits individuals, 



corporations, and nations to accumulate as much wealth as they can, according to the unfair methods of 
modern business, and to use such accumulated wealth as they see fit. It honors and proclaims as 
sovereign rulers of economic empires men who have succeeded in amassing unjustly these fabulous 
fortunes.  
 
19. That philosophy has broken down or forbidden the establishment of protective organizations. It has 
broken down or forbidden an organized economic life to administer the production of wealth and its 
distribution in accordance with social justice and the interdependence of economic relations. It has 
denied government its right to guard justice and the common good. It has given greed a free hand.  
 
20. That philosophy denied and denies, in reality, the oneness and the solidarity of mankind. In its light, 
wealth, business, and the power that material prosperity gives, are in themselves supreme ends. Human 
rights must be sacrificed to those ends, and humanity itself must become the mere instrument in the 
production of wealth, not the master controlling it. Such a philosophy has always been and will ever be 
false and unchristian in principle and application. It has literally taken God out of the world.  
 
Communism  
 
21. This extreme of individualism has led to the extreme of communism. We rightly fear its spread in our 
country and see an especial menace in its insidious presentation of fundamental truths for its own 
destructive ends. The brotherhood of man is loudly proclaimed, energetic protest is made against 
injustice done the working classes; the abuses of the capitalistic system are vigorously condemned; it is 
insisted that man shall not exploit his fellow man, nor class dominate class, but that all shall be 
dedicated to a life of service.  
 
22. A program of social reform couched in such language and with such aims and purposes is 
unassailable because it is distinctively Christian in origin and purport, but in the hands of the 
communists it is merely a snare to allure those who are oppressed by the prevailing economic 
maladjustment into accepting the iniquitous social and religious tenets of Lenin and Stalin. There is very 
grave and subtle danger of infection from communism. Special efforts are being made to win the 
Negroes, who are the victims of injustice. The communists have world vision. They have as their 
objective a world war on God and the complete destruction of all supernatural and even natural 
religion. They believe it necessary to inaugurate a merciless class warfare, and they insist, in theory at 
least, on the complete abolition of ownership of private property.  
 
23. It is a strange paradox that many who condemn strongly the propaganda of the Red and the 
communist are significantly silent when learned but misguided writers tell us there is no God; when 
scoffing university professors destroy in the youth of our land belief in God and in the supernatural; 
when they tell us that man is the plaything of preordained causes; that conscience and sin are myths; 
that the brotherhood of men, and consequently of nations, is a baseless dream; that morality does not 
rest upon the immutable and eternal law of God, but is merely a convention of man, subject to the 
changing conditions of society; that a man’s obligations to his fellow man are such only as he is forced to 
accept by the taxing or police power of the state—in a word, that they are silent when all these 
destructive forces are preparing the future leaders of communism in America. Inevitable Consequences  
 
24. If, under the plea of liberalism, encouragement or even tolerance be given to the many radical 
doctrines proposed by teachers, writers, and agitators; if no attempt be made to drag out into the open 
the secret propaganda that is being carried on; if no consideration be given to the evil consequences 



that must necessarily follow the divorce of education and economics from morality and religion, what 
can be expected but that the very foundations upon which our whole social structure rests should be 
undermined?  
 
25. Is it not inevitable that in our professional, business, and industrial life the sad effects of this divorce 
should be evident—that among our lawyers, physicians, teachers, writers, industrialists, and 
businessmen there is to be found too generally an unmoral and unchristian view of life? This is a terrible 
indictment which must be laid, at least, remotely, at the door of irreligious or nonreligious education 
and unmoral, or immoral, economics.  
 
26. In so far as governments, institutions of learning, the press, the theater, and other opinion-forming 
agencies have been indifferent to or have rejected morality and religion, in that measure have they 
degenerated. This has been said a thousand times, and yet how far are we from the happy condition 
which would make all these forces realize the necessity of religion and the obligation of working under 
its ennobling influence!  
 
Education in Our Country  
 
27. The educational system of our country, while imposing an unjust and almost impossible tax burden 
on the general public, is deserving of sympathetic consideration from the standpoint that it is bearing a 
great responsibility which belongs to the domain of industry. We have in different sections legislation 
which provides for compulsory education until students reach the age of eighteen, and the further 
demand is being made today that the age be advanced to twenty years. That our educational 
institutions are nurseries of idleness for millions of our youth, either because they have not the natural 
gifts to acquire knowledge or because they will not form studious habits, and that the whole system of 
education is imposing an ever increasing burden, seem to receive little if any consideration. In the eyes 
of industry, regardless of justice, the one important thing is that students should be kept in school for 
additional years so as to lessen the number of the unemployed. Simplify Education  
 
28. Our whole educational system deserves the most serious consideration of the government and of all 
thinking and informed men who have at heart the best interests of their country. Great evils are to be 
corrected. There can be a simplifying of all our educational work without depriving students of 
essentials and without preventing gifted students from acquiring the education to which native ability 
entities them. Approval cannot be given to the spending of so much time in acquiring factual knowledge 
which should be devoted to training the students to think rightly.  
 
False Principles  
 
29. The falsity of the principle that education should be made as expensive as possible, which has been 
accepted by an unsuspecting public, should be everywhere exposed; likewise, the wrong assumption 
that tax-paid education is the best education, and that big educational units give the best results.  
 
Sacrifices of Catholics  
 
30. No group in America is making such sacrifices for education as is the Catholic group. No institution in 
the world has so consistently encouraged sane education as has the Catholic Church, and no institution 
in the world will as unfailingly support the state in the discharge of its duty to see “that all citizens have 
the necessary knowledge of their civic and political duties, and a certain degree of physical, intellectual, 



and moral culture, which, considering the conditions of our times, is really necessary for the common 
good.”[7]  
 
Abnormal Conditions  
 
31. We are living in abnormal times. We are dealing with abnormal conditions in many fields of 
endeavor. Hence it is to be expected that we must face abnormal conditions in the field of education.  
 
32. The state has presumed to take on functions and to discharge duties which in nowise belong to it. 
From the organization of civil society, which is founded on the natural law, the state receives no 
commission to teach. When the state exercises the office of teacher, it does so in place of and by the 
authority of the parents. For, as Pope Pius XI reminds us,[8] parents are in a true sense the vicars of God 
in the education of their children. Their power is not absolute and despotic, but subject to the natural 
and divine law, and, therefore, subject also to the authority of the Church and to the vigilance and 
administrative care of the state, in view of the common good.  
 
Tax-Paid Education  
 
33. Despite the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States that “the child is not the mere 
creature of the state; those who nurture him and direct his destiny have the right, coupled with the high 
duty, to recognize and prepare him for additional duties,” we have a propaganda which assumes the 
right of the state to a monopoly of education, which takes it for granted that pupils educated in tax-paid 
schools become better citizens, and that justice demands that they be regarded as privileged children of 
the state, while those educated in Catholic or private schools are merely tolerated. There is even now an 
endless and subtle propaganda to strengthen these false ideas in the minds of the people, so that they 
may continue to bear patiently the necessary burden of excessive school taxation. Of this burden our 
Catholic people bear their share, while maintaining for conscience’ sake and for the good of their 
country their own schools.  
 
Unfairness to Catholic Schools  
 
34. Propagandists and school lobbyists have not a sense of fairness to Catholic schools. There is no 
expression of gratitude on their part for the splendid work that our schools are doing. They are reluctant 
to give them due recognition, or even that measure of justice which in every other matter the American 
sense of fairness demands.  
 
Real Purpose of Education  
 
35. Our Catholic schools today see the folly of attempting to rival the extravagantly conducted tax-paid 
schools and of regarding them as norms of perfection. Our schools, built by the sacrifices of our poor 
people, maintained by the even greater sacrifices of our religious sisterhoods and fostered by the 
untiring labors of our clergy and the watchful care of our bishops, have the obvious duty to keep ever 
before them the unchangeable elements of education and its real purpose—to fit men for life in eternity 
as well as in time; to teach men to think rightly and to live rightly; to instill sound principles in our youth, 
principles not only of civic righteousness, but of Catholic faith and morality; to educate groups, 
according to their capacity, so as to make them the best men and the best women of our country—and 
all this with a thorough training in the secular branches of knowledge.  
 



Rejection of Moral Standards  
 
36. The failure to instill moral standards during the formative years of childhood and adolescence, and 
the positive exclusion of moral teaching from the school curricula must always prove disastrous. Our 
difficulties today are largely efforts to remedy the evils inevitable in any system of education that 
permits chaotic thinking, pagan license, and uncurbed greed to take the place of that necessary 
discipline in thought and conduct that produces worthy and upright lives. Because educational needs 
have been misunderstood and because educational purposes have been so frequently perverted, not 
only the weak and the backward—the many who lack the qualities that make for business success, and 
these constitute a large proportion of our population—but also the earnest and the industrious and the 
upright, are the victims of an economic system which is, in itself, the product of unsound thinking and 
moral disorder.  
 
Undermining the Home  
 
37. Further evil consequences of the divorce of religion from education and economics have been the 
rejection of the sacred character of the home, and of marriage as a divine institution. The destruction or 
serious impairment of home life has brought about a menacing decline in the birth rate and has helped 
to promote the godless, selfish, and inhuman propaganda of birth prevention. Economic conditions 
especially are advanced as a justification of what is in reality a criminal marital life. The new paganism of 
our day has begotten this propaganda. One of the most significant signs of the moral decadence which 
has taken place in our country is that men speaking from Christian pulpits and writing under the 
sanction of religion should approve and even actively promote this repellent doctrine. The restoring of 
the social order, for which we plead, will encourage an increase in the birth rate and will enable parents 
to make ample provision for the larger family. Malthus a century and a half ago predicted that in a 
hundred years the population of the world would so increase that the earth would not yield sufficient 
sustenance to support it. The hundred years have passed, and today our problem is not scarcity but 
overproduction of food! Our country, so rich in resources, can support comfortably many times its 
present population. As a matter of fact, the very sparseness of the population is one of the reasons for 
the severity and the long continuance of our present depression. It must be remembered that children, 
and especially large families, constitute in themselves great wealth. May our Catholic famines 
courageously and with firm trust in God reject the modern paganism, and seek the priceless riches of 
large, happy, and blessed families!  
 
38. The system of social service which has been built up in our country during the past quarter of a 
century is not without its grave dangers. Social workers, while earnest and well meaning, too often 
intrude into the sacred sanctuary of conscience and weaken home influence. Some, imbued with an 
absolutely false and pagan philosophy of life, having no vision beyond the material, do not hesitate to 
engage in a propaganda that is abhorrent to the Catholic conscience. They assume responsibilities which 
belong only to parents and to guardians of children. Whatever weakens family ties and lessens the 
influence of the home is a matter of grave concern to both state and Church.  
 
Economic Nationalism  
 
39. As the means of communication and transportation become more perfect day by day, the economic 
interdependence of nations becomes more apparent and presents increasingly difficult international 
problems. The entire human race has the right of access on reasonable terms to the resources, markets, 
and settlements of the whole earth. It is entirely reasonable that a government should rigorously 



exclude all dangerous and unworthy candidates for citizenship, and even temporary visitors of such a 
character. Economic nationalism may have the gravest consequences, and, if carried to extremes, may 
be profoundly immoral. International cooperation in debt agreements, markets for finished goods, 
access to raw materials, and movement of population on a reasonable basis are necessary. Even our 
country, with its wealth of natural resources and its highly developed industrial technique, cannot stand 
alone. The oneness and solidarity of mankind make economic isolation impossible. That truth should 
lead our nation to make such agreements as are necessary for the immediate and future welfare of her 
own people and for the happiness of mankind. Wars are born of international injustice, isolation, and 
rivalry. International life, relations, and responsibilities should be recognized and entered into according 
to the principles of social justice and social charity.  
 
The Farm Problem  
 
40. For long years the pivotal importance of restoring the purchasing power of those immediately 
engaged in agriculture, and of developing the farm as the source of the nation’s supply of food and 
clothing has not been recognized. We have failed to acknowledge that six million farms have provided 
the widest diffusion of privately owned productive property in the United States, as well as the widest 
diffusion of self-employed families, in contrast to the regimented employment of men in factories and in 
urban industries generally. Because of our unsound agricultural policy there has been a movement of 
our rural population to the great industrial centers that is revolutionary in character; there has been 
serious interference with the economic independence and self-employment of our people, and 
hundreds of thousands of farm families have been driven from the position of owners and independent 
tillers of the soil to that of tenants and day laborers on industrialized farms. As a consequence, there has 
been a serious disturbance of the balance of population between our cities and our rural districts. While 
during the depression there has been a movement back to the land, there is no assurance of its 
permanency.  
 
41. Perhaps the great majority of those living in our cities have not realized that the farm problem is a 
serious integral part of the national problem; that there can be no permanent restoration of industry on 
a national scale until the purchasing power of more than thirty million Americans living on the land is 
materially increased; that the concentration of wealth in the hands of the few has all but crushed 
agriculture, and has so drained the farm that the farmer finds it increasingly difficult to wrest a decent 
living from the land; that wheat has been selling at the lowest price in three hundred years; that the 
wheels of industry in our cities are clogged in no small measure because agriculture lies prostrate.  
 
42. These are among the problems to which the president and the Congress are now devoting their 
energy and attention. Much may be accomplished by legislation; but nothing that Congress or the 
president can do will offer a final solution unless it be accompanied by a revival among the people at 
large of a firm resolve that any solution, whatever its character, must be an expression of the Christian 
conception of justice and fair dealing. Business, whether big or little, banking, whether national or 
international, capital in its relations with labor, and in its relations with capital, must all be made to feel 
that any departure from the Christian code of morals will bring on those who are guilty universal 
censure and reprobation. Unemployment  
 
43. Unemployment has been our greatest problem in the economic crisis. It has taken from the willing 
worker the means of earning a livelihood, deprived him of his purchasing power, and made him an 
object of charity.  
 



44. In a country so marvelously blessed as ours no man should find it impossible to exercise the right 
given him by nature to earn his bread in the sweat of his brow. In no part of the globe has nature been 
more lavish in providing all that men need for their comfort, their well-being, and their prosperity. Rich 
and fertile soil, varied climatic conditions, mineral resources in abundance, have given opportunity to a 
people industrious and inventive to provide better and higher standards of living for themselves and 
their families. The spirit of self-reliance and independence which is almost universal among the people 
of our country found expression, whenever possible, in an effort to make provision against the 
uncertainties of illness and old age. The universality of savings banks and building and loan societies 
gives abundant evidence of the general spirit of thrift and selfhelpfulness and of a desire for economic 
independence.  
 
45. But, on the other hand, and in spite of these tendencies and efforts among the great mass of the 
people, the wealth of the nation gradually flowed into the hands of the few. Capitalists and 
industrialists, driven by greed, monopolized the sources of wealth and gained control of the products 
and profits made possible by the progress of technological science, to their own enrichment and to the 
impoverishment and enslavement of the masses. These few, in order to increase their riches and power, 
have made the machine a curse rather than the blessing it should be, to lighten the toil and shorten the 
hours of the worker. Being content with a minimum of profit to ensure employment for all and to permit 
all to share the comforts produced by the machine is far from the thought of these financial magnates, 
who have been made by our modern economic system, as Pope Pius XI says, “hard, cruel, and relentless 
in a ghastly measure.”[10]  
 
46. His Holiness lays down the principle that in the restoration of the economic world capital should be 
allowed a reasonable interest only on the amount invested. “In [the] future a just share only of the fruits 
of production [should] be permitted to accumulate in the hands of the wealthy.”[11] If at this moment 
that principle were accepted by the small group of capitalists and industrialists, perhaps not even a 
hundred men, who control the financial destinies of our country, if they were to agree to cooperate with 
the government and with the masses whom they have so wronged, and to have it written into our 
legislation that capital in the future shall receive a fair return on its investments, and nothing more, it 
would go far toward setting in motion the wheels of industry and solving the problem of 
unemployment.  
 
Unemployment and Old Age Pensions  
 
47. Closely connected with this question are the problems of unemployment insurance and old age 
pensions. In principle, we should in times of prosperity provide for days of adversity. This is applicable to 
industry, to the individual, to the family, to the state, and to the nation. This form of insurance should be 
provided by the employer, the employee, and the government. But in making such provision, the 
movement of industry and the consequent discharge of workers or their transfer from place to place, 
with all the loss and hardship that this implies, should be taken into account.  
 
48. This, however, is a duty belonging to normal times. Sunk in the depths of depression as our people 
have been for nearly four years, this is not the time to make actual provision for old-age and 
unemployment pensions. It would be unjust to attempt to force such measures by legislation. Our first 
concern is to terminate the existing depression. Employment is our first consideration, not insurance 
against unemployment or old age. Employment can be increased: first, by making drastic cuts in the 
overhead expenses of industry, by the elimination of bonuses and unreasonably high salaries of officials, 
by the reduction of excessive taxation, which is a hindrance to the resumption of business; and, second, 



by increasing the wages of workers, thereby putting money in circulation and causing a demand for the 
normal products of industry. There is a vicious circle. On the one hand, the employer, especially the 
small producer, cannot afford to pay a just family wage, considering that he is in competition with those 
who have no conscience and who do not hesitate to make use of the most inhuman methods in 
conducting business; and, on the other hand, the reduced scale of wages paid to the ordinary worker 
does not allow him to purchase the bare necessities of life, to say nothing of creating a normal demand 
for the products of industry. We wish to lay special emphasis here on the necessity of higher, that is to 
say, just wages for the average worker, not only to restore prosperity, but principally because of the 
moral question involved.  
 
PART TWO: REMEDIES  
 
Restore Christ  
 
49. By turning away from Christ, and by rejecting the principles of life and conduct He laid down, human 
society and human governments necessarily lost sight of the dignity and the rights of man, which, 
because they were once realized in Christian states, still remain an ideal and a hope even in places 
where Christianity is merely a tradition. The extent of the denial of Christ in our own country is shocking 
to the Christian sense. There can be no hope for the restoration of human society without restoring 
Christ, without striving to accord to man the dignity that He, as God, conferred on every human being. 
This must be the starting point.  
 
The Authority of Christ  
 
50. The authority of Christ must be acknowledged. Truly God and truly man, He is the supreme Ruler of 
the world, of our country, of our states, cities, and communities. Tribute is due Him not only by 
individuals and groups, but officially by governments and by the Church. This authority of Christ is from 
without; it is not within each individual. Moral upheavals, chaos, and ruin have come upon the Christian 
world because individuals, differing on a thousand points, first presumed to make Christ responsible for 
their judgments, which made Him a contradiction and an absurdity, then logically, denied His divinity 
and rejected His authority.  
 
Authority Rejected  
 
51. A lamentable sequel to the rejection of the authority of Christ is that authority as a moral force, 
binding the conscience of men before God and the world, is ignored practically everywhere except in 
the Catholic Church. Parental authority, as a consequence, carries with it little if any weight. The 
authority of the state as having its source in God, through the natural law, is derided as a medieval 
invention. Catholics are often treated with pity because their Church maintains steadfastly the principle 
of authority; because that Church by a moral force still binds consciences in the court of man and in the 
court of God; because that Church still faithfully and untiringly carries out the commission given by 
Christ: All power is given to Me in Heaven and in earth. Going, therefore, teach ye all nations . . . 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you all 
days, even to the consummation of the world.  
 
Effects  
 
52. An unhappy result of the rejection of the principle of authority is that individuals seek to be a law 



unto themselves. Caprice and emotion determine their judgment of right and wrong. What they like is 
right; what they dislike is wrong. They presume to act on the anarchistic principle that everyone has the 
right, as is said, “to lead his own life.” They do not regard it as an obligation to inquire: Did the divine 
Christ determine anything in this matter, or has any delegated authority of Christ a right to determine 
what should be done or left undone? The authority of the state is accepted as a police power, not as one 
imposing a moral obligation.  
 
53. When we consider that for many decades this sad condition has been growing more general in our 
country, need we wonder that capitalists, industrialists, and business and professional men are not 
governed by the moral law, and, fearing only the police power of the state, will attempt anything 
clandestinely that will advance their private interests, provided they are personally secure from 
exposure or punishment?  
 
Restore Authority  
 
54. We are demanding a new order, and we are ready to make many changes in the hope of bettering 
our economic and financial conditions; but we must remember that no legislation can be enacted that 
will not be circumvented, and no new order will long endure, unless there be a moral force binding our 
citizens. That moral force must have its source in Christ. The recognition of the authority of Christ is 
essential for the restoration not only of the moral but also of the economic order. 
 
Restore International Confidence  
 
55. The fear and mistrust of nations should be abolished. International conferences, the breaking down 
of tariff barriers, legislation inflation of credit and currency, may help; but only Christian charity will 
destroy the suspicion, fear and mistrust of nations. As the individual life should be governed by charity, 
which means love of God and neighbor, so should groups and the nations be governed by Christian 
charity.  
 
Moral Force of Right  
 
56. The real guarantee of peace among nations is love and forbearance, based on the Christian principle 
of the brotherhood of man. Charity will labor always for peace; it will seek to settle all matters in dispute 
between nations by arbitration; it will strive to have all the nations work as members of a family, not as 
enemies trying to ensnare one another. Charity will make it clear that as justice demands self-defense 
for the individual, so it also insists that national defense is lawful for national preservation against the 
aggressor, and also for the restoration of order within its own confines. Charity will condemn as fiendish 
criminals all those who promote strife between nations in order to acquire individual or national riches. 
Charity will labor that justice be not violated by exhausting the treasury of a nation and imposing an 
excessive burden upon a people for the building of armaments, which always make war more likely. 
Charity will, in the thought of Benedict XV, make the moral force of right take the place of the material 
force of arms and “set up in the place of armies a court of arbitration.”[13]  
 
World Justice, Charity, and Order  
 
57. Pope Pius XI, in condemning the unbridled race for supremacy in armaments, pleads with the 
bishops of the world to “employ every means at your disposal, through preaching and through the 
press, to enlighten men’s minds and to incline their hearts to the requirements of right reason, and even 



more to the law of Christ.”[14] We desire world justice, world charity, and world order; but we must 
realize that the selfishness, rivalry, suspicion, intrigue, and hatred of nations are working against these 
three great aims. It is our duty to pray for peace and to work for peace, and to pray and to labor that our 
powerful country may lead all the nations of the world to see the folly of armaments, as they are being 
augmented by the nations today.  
 
Study  
 
58. Our priests and selected groups of the laity, members of the professions, employers, and leaders of 
trade and labor unions should study most carefully the plan for the restoration of the social order 
outlined by our Holy Father, whose voice is the voice of the living representative of Christ upon earth. 
With providential foresight and more than worldly wisdom he has definitely pointed out the way to the 
true Christian social order.  
 
Study Groups  
 
59. Our Catholic economists, sociologists, and moralists have dealt with many of the questions which are 
of especial interest today. Their work, which is deserving of high commendation, should be made to 
reach a wider circle of readers. The Catholic press and Catholic societies should look on the 
dissemination of sound social and economic teaching as a primary and essential part of the apostolate.  
 
60. Many subjects mentioned in our statement are in need of fuller and more detailed discussion, and 
these discussions should be made available to wider circles of readers through periodicals and 
pamphlets. There are other questions which, though treated by Catholic writers, should be restated, 
owing to their importance today. Such questions are: international peace; world court of arbitration; 
disarmament; war debts; remission of war debts; the morality of holding companies; injustices of 
corporations; absentee control; the inflation of stock; dishonest stock promotion; overcapitalization; the 
true and fictitious value of securities; the immoral transactions of the stock market; deceptive 
advertising; security of bank deposits; fair interest rates; credit unions; consumers’ cooperatives; labor 
unions; the sound administration of building and loan associations; unjust foreclosures; honest banking; 
bankruptcy; gambling; last wills and testaments and unjust will contests; unjust chattel mortgages; 
bribery; price fixing; the minimum wage; the fair price; farmers’ marketing cooperatives; the nature and 
requirements of an organized economic order; distribution of ownership; the moral implications of the 
new interdependence of economic life; monopolies. These and many other questions receiving public 
attention can advantageously be studied by leagues, societies, and groups, according to their capacity, 
but naturally the emphasis will be placed on the moral aspect, which is the supreme concern of the 
Church. The position of the Church will have an irresistible appeal if stated in simple, forceful language 
and in an attractive manner. Her concern is the salvation of souls. Her duty is to speak, in season and out 
of season, where there is a moral question at stake.  
 
Public Opinion  
 
61. It is our duty as Catholic citizens to share with others the priceless riches of the supernatural 
treasury of which the Church has been the custodian during all the Christian centuries. True love of 
neighbor should impel us to influence public opinion. Many may not accept the whole position of the 
Catholic Church, but thinking and informed men and women cannot fail to be impressed with her 
teaching on all questions affecting the commonweal, and especially those engaging the attention of the 
public mind today.  



 
Defense Against Hostile Legislation  
 
62. In our study and in our endeavor to form public opinion, we must keep ever in mind what Leo XIII 
and Pius XI have taught—that the social question is not merely an economic one, but that it is, first of 
all, a moral and religious question. Governments may not realize that they are failing to promote their 
own best interests when they fail to regard moral and religious truth, the spiritual and temporal welfare 
of man, the moral value, therefore, of man and the fullness of his life as a social being, as the pre-
eminent ends they should serve. What a sad spectacle to the world that the governments of Mexico, 
Spain, and Russia should not only reject moral forces, but should become hard and cruel tyrants, 
persecuting religion. Conditions in these countries and the suffering of our brothers in the faith are 
deserving of our serious study. Our daily prayers should be offered that the hand of the persecutor may 
be stayed.  
 
63. “No man,” wrote Leo XIII, may outrage with impunity that human dignity which God Himself treats 
with reverence. . . . Nay more; a man has here no power over himself. To consent to any treatment 
which is calculated to defeat the end and purpose of his being is beyond his right; he cannot give up his 
soul to servitude; for it is not man’s own rights which are here in question, but the rights of God, most 
sacred and inviolable.[15] Governments must safeguard these rights and all groups must respect them. 
All legislation must be framed according to them. Economics, industrialism, taxation, all use of things of 
the world must be regulated by them.  
 
Our Duty to Voting  
 
64. In our form of government the obligation of bringing about a reform of the social order rests upon 
citizens, who by their votes give a mandate to legislators and executives. This makes evident a civic duty, 
and for us Catholics it is also a religious one governed by the virtue of piety; that is, a certain filial piety 
toward our country which impels us to promote the reform of the social order by voting for competent 
and conscientious men of high moral principles.  
 
Battle for Justice  
 
65. A few individuals, or even several well-meaning corporate entities, owing to unrestrained 
competition and the rejection of moral principles by their competitors, permitting the “survival of those 
only who are strongest, which often means those who fight most relentlessly, who pay least heed to the 
dictates of conscience,”[16] cannot of themselves change a system that is inherently wrong. In a word, 
because these comparatively few men of conscience cannot do the immoral things and resort to the 
base and inhuman methods which their competitors in the economic world, without any moral sense, 
consider merely good modern business, they are helpless of themselves to bring about a reform. They 
need the militant support of all right-thinking and moral men to fight and to win the battle for justice.  
 
66. It is, as Pius XI reminds us, the primary duty of the state and of all good citizens to abolish conflict 
between classes with divergent interests, and thus foster and promote harmony among the various 
ranks of society. . . . Just as the unity of human society cannot be built upon class warfare, so the proper 
ordering of economic affairs cannot be left to free competition alone.[17]  
 
67. All, therefore, who are governed by justice must continue to do the most they can to influence 
public opinion in order to secure a general recognition of the rights of man. Our Catholic scholars should 



do everything possible to promote a serious study of this question.  
 
Rights of Workingman  
 
68. The workingman is entitled to a family wage, which must be an amount sufficient not only to 
support husband, wife, and children in frugal and decent comfort, but to provide against sickness, 
unemployment, infirmity, and old age. His right to organize must not be interfered with. His right to an 
equitable share in the profits, as a wage earner, must receive due consideration. His right to bequeath 
and to inherit, and his right to employment under normal moral conditions, should be assured.  
 
69. Social justice, working in behalf of the common good, requires that the masses not possessing 
property rise to a degree of ownership. The chasm between owners—the relatively few—and 
nonowners—the vast majority—must be bridged by a distribution of ownership through thrift and a real 
sharing of profits, not merely a profit sharing in name. Profit sharing through stock ownership, or 
through partnership contracts, in our large corporations has in too many instances proved either 
disastrous or of little value to employees laboring under the disadvantage of being minority 
stockholders. Indeed, as Pius XI says,[18] the time seems to have come when the wage contract should 
itself be somewhat modified by a contract of partnership. This, however, should be a measure of true 
partnership.  
 
70. We are reminded here by Pius XI of two important truths. Speaking of St. Paul’s teaching, “if any 
man will not work, neither let him eat,” His Holiness says, first, “in no sense does he teach that labor is 
the sole title which gives a right to a living or to profits,”[20] and, second, that an equitable share of the 
profits of industry should be given to both capital and labor. Labor and trades unions offer one means of 
obtaining justice in wages and salaries. The normal working of such organizations, whether singly or as a 
federation of unions, should be to promote the general welfare and to insure for all workers, whether 
skilled or unskilled, maximum employment, adequate remuneration, the protection of their rights as 
men and as citizens, and security against accident and indigence.  
 
Capital and Labor Friends  
 
71. Our study should make us grasp fully the principle, clearly stated in the Quadragesimo Anno, that as 
labor should not seize, if it were in a position to do so, all the profits, neither should capital. Capital and 
labor need each other. They should be friends. They should, as brothers, sit down together at the 
council table. Unlimited, reckless, immoral competition and economic dictatorship will continue until 
this is done. Capital and labor should be convinced that greed is a vice and that a just division of profits 
can and should be a virtue. Capital and labor should work for the common welfare and for their mutual 
interest should encourage all workers to organize. Unions, embracing all groups of workers, should be 
governed by good sense. They should endeavor to distribute opportunity to the workers of every class. 
They should always seek competent and disinterested advisers, that their organizations may ever be 
characterized by sanity. The individual or personal and social aspect of labor should be well understood. 
There should be mutual harmony and mutual support. “Unless, above all, brains, capital, and labor 
combine together for common effort, man’s toil cannot produce due fruit.”[21]  
 
Large Corporations and Moral Principles  
 
72. We must recognize that the big corporation has its place, and that, as Pius XI says, “much that was 
formerly done by small bodies can nowadays be accomplished only by large corporations.”[22] They 



need, however, to reform; they need the fullest publicity given in a language that the ordinary man can 
understand. The study of our Catholic scholars should put forth concrete plans that will insist upon the 
rigorous application of moral principles to big corporations. These plans of reform should place 
limitations on them, so that the rights of smaller units and bodies will be fully protected. Such small 
units have not only a right to exist but are necessary. They should not be crushed by supercorporations 
and mergers that fancy it is their right to absorb them. The plans formulated by our scholars should 
provide, as Pope Pius XI suggests, a graded hierarchical order between various subsidiary organizations. 
While the big corporations serve a useful purpose, their intolerable abuses, especially their clandestine 
manipulation of trust funds and earned surplus, must cease if we are to restore the social and economic 
order. Smaller units of business and production should be encouraged all over the country. Local 
communities should take a pride in them. The law should protect them, and the courts should safeguard 
them.  
 
73. Today, as in the past, there is a tendency to place too much reliance on government to accomplish 
our economic salvation. This trend arises from the very individualism that was long dominant. Greed 
destroyed economic organization and prevented government from protecting justice and promoting the 
common good. Greed enslaved governments. Now that the whirlwind is being reaped, peoples are 
relying almost solely on government to bring a measure of justice and order out of chaos. One of the 
greatest dangers facing us is a blind reaction from our former individualism to a regime of state 
socialism or state capitalism.  
 
Government Cooperation  
 
74. Government in the fulfillment of its functions should assist in the organization of the various 
economic groups. These organized groups, without injustice to themselves, but seeking always the 
common good, can be so constituted as to fulfill properly their own function of production and the 
distribution of their services. Such an organization of the various economic groups along the lines of 
their separate industries and fields of endeavor should embrace representatives of every element in the 
economic group. Imbued with justice, with love for the common good, and with social charity, such an 
organized economic life can free the state from the danger it faces of becoming an all-engrossing and 
all-enveloping power. As Pope Pius XI says: The aim of social legislation must be the reestablishment of 
vocational groups. . . . The state should leave to these smaller groups the settlement of business of 
minor importance. It will thus carry out with greater freedom, power, and success the tasks belonging to 
it, because it alone can effectively accomplish these, directing, watching, stimulating, and restraining as 
circumstances suggest or necessity demands. But government, to quote again, should not “arrogate to 
itself functions which can be performed efficiently by smaller and lower bodies”—bodies that would 
comprise the organized and autonomous economic life.  
 
Tax Reform  
 
75. Our Catholic scholars, economists, and moralists should study our crushing burden of taxation, 
which is, in itself, an indictment of government and of our economic system. Legislators have a serious 
responsibility whenever they impose taxes. The general welfare of the people should always be kept in 
mind in performing this duty. To impose taxes unjustly or in a reckless manner or in the interest of 
special groups or according to the immoral practice of trading votes, too common among legislators, 
must be regarded as a violation of the oath of office and the betrayal of a sacred trust. Taxation is unjust 
that favors the strong rather than the weak, the rich rather than the poor. Legislators and men in 



political life who in imposing taxes sacrifice the general welfare of the people in order to advance their 
own interests and to continue in office deserve the severest censure.  
Fearless Condemnation Necessary  
 
76. Excessive taxation has been a serious hindrance to the revival of business. Patriotic citizens should 
fearlessly condemn the extravagant expenditure of the people’s money by government agencies and 
bureaucracies. In recent years the cost of government has mounted to staggering proportions, even 
though the average income of our citizens has been greatly reduced or practically wiped out. This 
tremendous increase in government expenditures has not brought any corresponding gain to our 
people.  
 
Interest in Public Expenditures  
 
77. In our country, where the responsibility of selecting honest and competent officials and of forming 
opinion devolves upon the citizens, it is all the more important that thoughtful and informed men 
become tax-conscious, that they realize that there will be a day of accounting for endless bond issues, 
and that they exercise their influence to the utmost to arouse and to sustain in the people at large an 
intelligent interest in public expenditures.  
 
Intelligible Statement of Tax Methods  
 
78. In the simplest language possible taxation, which ultimately is passed on in great measure to the 
laboring and trades classes, should be explained to the people. Citizens should be interested in knowing 
how their money is being spent. They should be informed to what an extent taxation increases the price 
of the very necessaries of life. Studies on this vital subject should be put out in the most popular form. 
Public opinion should continue to demand that expenditures by the government for nonessentials be 
eliminated; that our educational system be simplified; that bureaucracies be limited; that the injustice of 
favoring special groups at public expense should cease; also, that a clear and simple statement of the 
cost of government be made available to all our citizens.  
 
79. We venture to speak on this subject, which may seem to transgress our province, because of the 
grave injustice that is done to the ordinary taxpayer, the workingman, those who have put most of the 
earnings of a lifetime into modest homes, and to the farmers who have suffered from the iniquities of 
officials imposing unnecessary taxes.  
 
Catholic Action  
 
80. Our Holy Father from the beginning of his pontificate has insisted on the necessity of Catholic Action, 
which maintains and develops the Christian life and admits the faithful to a participation in the labors of 
the hierarchy. Our bishops have frequently laid stress on the work that can be accomplished by an 
earnest lay apostolate.  
 
81. The change of thought, of temper, and the militant spirit manifested against the very basic things for 
which Christianity stands, call for Catholic lay leaders in great numbers. They must be informed, 
thoroughly Catholic-minded, fearless, and capable of stating simply and clearly the position of the 
Church on every vital question of today which has a moral aspect.  
 
82. Given such leaders, Catholic Action cannot but profoundly influence public opinion. It must be 



clearly understood, however, that Catholic Action is not to be identified with political action. Each has its 
own domain.  
 
83. The Catholic Church is not in politics. She is not allied with any political party. Catholic Action must 
neither become a political party nor an agency of any political party. Catholic Action moves in the sphere 
of the religious, the moral, and in the borderline zones where the interests of religion are directly or 
indirectly at stake, and where moral principles are to be defended.  
 
84. Catholic Action, far from discouraging individuals from participation in civic and governmental 
affairs, rather impresses upon them their duty to assume their full responsibility as citizens in the 
advancement of the commonweal. They must ever contribute what they alone can contribute, the 
fearless declaration of the well-defined and unchangeable principles of morality which govern human 
conduct and society. They must ever combat the false principle that morality is something relative or 
conventional, and that public conscience, which may change its judgment according to the 
circumstances of the times, makes an act ethical or unethical.  
 
85. The National Council of Catholic Men and the National Council of Catholic Women, so often 
commended by the bishops at their annual meetings, have, against great odds, done much for Church 
and country. They deserve fuller recognition and the generous support of Catholics of all classes. The 
field of Catholic Action invites them to a wider participation in the work of the hierarchy, under the 
direction of the ordinary of each diocese.  
 
Our Schools of Higher Learning  
 
86. There is greater need of Catholic education in our country than ever before. Heroic sacrifices have 
been made during the past years, and are still being made, that our children may receive religious 
training, that parental rights may be guarded, and that freedom of education may be preserved. But our 
schools are worth every sacrifice that has been made.  
 
87. Dioceses conducting high schools and colleges, as well as religious communities, have borne a 
crushing financial burden. All who have the welfare of the Church at heart, and who are anxious to 
promote Catholic leadership, should encourage and support Catholic institutions of higher learning for 
both men and women. They should familiarize themselves with the actual conditions of these 
institutions in their locality. The Catholic University of America, under the patronage of the bishops of 
the United States, was founded and has been maintained to teach the sacred sciences: to instill Catholic 
philosophy, and to give us that true philosophy of life which no secular institution can possibly give; to 
turn out Catholic scholars whose mentality under every test will be genuinely Christian; to conduct 
research work in its various schools and departments, always under the inspiration of Catholic teaching. 
Such a mission entrusted to the hierarchy, clergy, and people of our country by the Holy See is a glorious 
one and should be enthusiastically promoted by all.  
 
88. There is much more that our colleges and universities could do if they had greater resources. 
Because unbelief and skepticism are daily becoming more widespread it becomes all the more necessary 
to strengthen our courses in religion, and to have in every high school, college, and university well-
trained priests who will make religion the most attractive of all the subjects taught. We need 
everywhere specially prepared apologists, not only among the clergy but among our laymen, who will 
become more and more articulate, and who because of their scholarship will be certain to secure a 
hearing. These scholarly spokesmen for the Church will carry on their apostolate governed entirely by 



supernatural motives, ever keeping in mind the eternal destiny of souls.  
 
The Catholic Press  
 
89. The Catholic press during the years of depression has given proof of its many virtues. Its editors have 
borne patiently and cheerfully financial anxiety and embarrassment. Out of love for the Church and in 
the hope of showing in this dark hour the sanity of the Catholic position and the value of Catholic 
principles, they have willingly made heroic sacrifices.  
 
90. With the beginning of better economic conditions, it is to be hoped that a Catholic paper will find its 
way to every Catholic home and be read by every member of the family. Catholic reading is necessary 
for Catholic life. The average Catholic is brought in daily contact with much that is calculated to pervert 
Catholic life and to weaken, or even destroy, Catholic principles. The Catholic press and Catholic 
publications will help to counteract the dangerous influences to which our people are exposed, owing to 
the atmosphere of worldliness, irreligion, and indifferentism by which they are surrounded.  
 
Back to the Land  
 
91. The unemployment and destitution of today are the consequence of a revolution in agriculture and 
industry, which commenced a century and a half ago, when machine power took the place of man 
power. The machine produced the factory and the factory the great industrial cities. These cities are 
now overcrowded, and, because of the increasing perfection in technological methods, they are 
becoming less and less capable of supporting their teeming populations. In addition, the city crushed 
men’s souls as well as their bodies. It deprived them of the material comforts and the necessaries of life, 
and it made them an easy prey for radicals, who set before them the vision of a new order and a new 
world, replete with material happiness and advantages. This new order could be attained only through 
the adoption of a materialistic philosophy in which there was no place for God or religion.  
 
92. One hope for relief in the universal misery of the present lies in the reversal of the policy which 
produced the factory and the factory system. This reversal, without depriving men of the benefits of 
industrial progress, would reinstate them as independent home owners in rural communities. Such a 
change in the living conditions of millions of people would be a revolution, but some radical adjustment 
in restoring the balance between rural and urban population is imperative if our country is to survive 
and if our civilization is not to disappear.  
 
93. A necessary preliminary or condition to such a comprehensive change in the living conditions of 
millions of people would be a revision of the ideas and standards which make country life appear less 
desirable than city life. This must be accomplished through religion. The Catholic Church has 
demonstrated, times without number, that it can place rural civilization on an attractive and permanent 
basis. In rural Catholic communities the people found the source and center of their activities in their 
parish church, and, under the guidance of their pastors, and through the tender ministrations of the 
religious orders of men and women, they were immune to the soul-destroying teachings of radicals, 
atheists, socialists, and communists. The reconstruction of rural civilization is not merely a means to 
protect millions against the poverty, the excitement, and the corruption of cities, not merely an escape 
from the grinding economic inequalities imposed by the machine age, it is an imperative duty to see that 
our people shall have homes if the moral and spiritual values of life are to be conserved and if the race is 
to be saved from extinction.  
 



94. Already many millions of people have felt the logic of the situation and have returned to the land, 
not as refugees but as pioneers of a new and healthier civilization. This movement should be fostered 
and encouraged. Its possibilities are illimitable. If carried to a successful issue it would work a 
transformation in our entire civilization, but it is a movement that demands careful planning and 
sustained effort. It would require the best thought and the concerted labor of federal and state 
agencies, the good will of industrial leaders, and the cooperation of the Church. It is one scheme that 
will indubitably make a rich return for whatever outlay of effort or money it may entail in the happiness 
and security it will bestow on millions who are now homeless and destitute.  
 
95. To speak of its benefits to religion is unnecessary. The very economic forces surrounding the farmer 
protect the unity of marriage and foster its permanence against birth control and divorce. Crowded 
industrial centers, on the contrary, especially in the congested districts of our large cities, promote the 
idea of restricted families and an unwholesome moral life in the divine institution of the home. As Pope 
Pius XI says, “the present economic regime, and above all the disgraceful housing conditions, prove 
obstacles to the family tie and family life.”[24]  
 
Spirit of the Gospel  
 
96. Grave as are the problems of the present, and dark as the economic outlook may now appear, there 
is no reason why Catholics should not face the future with confidence and courage. We are the bearers 
of a great tradition, the tradition of religious, moral, and spiritual discipline, which commenced with the 
preaching of the Gospel and which gave to Europe and the world a new and more perfect culture and 
civilization. That culture did not develop as a result of legislative enactments or social and political 
upheavals, but because men and women took into their souls the spirit of the Gospel and because in 
their lives they gave a practical exemplification of the teachings of Christ. The greatest revolution in the 
institutional life of humanity was that which was wrought when those who professed to follow Christ 
lived the life of earnest and devout Christians. It was because those followers of Christ made faith the 
paramount influence in life and conduct, and Christian charity the source and goal of all effort that 
autocracy was dethroned and that mankind came to enjoy the benefits of freedom of conscience and of 
civil and political liberty, and it was because those who believed that all men without distinction of Jew 
or Greek, bond or free, are all one in Christ,[25] that the curse of chattel slavery vanished from the 
world.  
 
97. The social implications of the teaching of Christ have made and are now making an irresistible appeal 
to the inarticulate but powerful masses of the disinherited. The institutions of society are no longer 
looked on as means to sustain the arrogance, the luxury and pride of a favored few. Change can be 
effected as it has been effected by the bomb, the rifle, and the torch, but such change means increased 
suffering and greater misery; or it can be brought about, without detriment to our heritage of 
Christianity and civilization, if those who believe in Christ enter with Christ on the road of humility and 
renunciation. The real authors of violent and bloody revolution in our times are not the radicals and 
communists, but the callous and autocratic possessors of wealth and power who use their position and 
their riches to oppress their fellows. It is the duty of Catholics to be mindful of their obligations, as 
bearers of the great Christian tradition, to be courageous in rebuking tyranny, luxury, and sordid 
egotism, and above all to be exemplary in their effort to make their deeds and lives reflect the faith they 
profess.  
 
Prayer  
 



98. We have insisted that Christ be given His rightful place in the nation and in the hearts of individuals. 
This must be done through prayer. Our hearts and minds must be lifted up to God to acknowledge His 
sovereignty over the universe, His divine plan for all His creatures, the eternal destiny of man, and his 
dependence upon divine Providence. The mystery of God’s government of men and of nations must be 
proclaimed. We must pour forth our hearts in humble supplication for our personal needs, for the needs 
of the Church, and for the needs of our country, our state, and our community.  
 
99. It was heartening to the people of our country, and an example to the world, that our president on 
the morning of his inauguration bowed down in humble prayer, begging God’s blessing on his 
administration, asking divine Providence to protect every individual of the nation, and to grant him 
guidance during the years of his tremendous responsibility. The first bishop of the United States, 
Archbishop Carroll of Baltimore, by writing his beautiful prayer for our civil rulers, has given us an 
example that should still inspire us. The virtue of patriotism should make us pray daily for our country 
and for all who govern it.  
 
Jubilee Year  
 
100. During the present Jubilee Year declared by our Holy Father we are observing the nineteen 
hundredth anniversary of the death of the divine Savior of the world. It is a year of prayer and a year of 
penitential practices. The Lord Christ is anxious to save all. We need but to turn to Him in earnest, 
humble prayer, with the firm purpose of carrying out His injunctions. In the words of Pius XI, Let us 
stimulate ourselves to Prayer, to penitence for the sins committed by us, having in mind in our prayers 
and acts of expiation not only our eternal salvation, but also that of all mankind, led astray by so many 
errors, torn by so many discords and so much hostility, laboring under so many miseries, and fearful of 
so many dangers. Oh, may the Most Merciful Lord bring it about that the Holy Year . . . will bring peace 
to souls, to the Church that liberty everywhere due her, to all peoples concord and true prosperity.  
 
101. During the Jubilee Year our Holy Father urges as many of his children as can throughout the world 
to go to Rome to gain the jubilee indulgence. Under normal circumstances the number of pilgrims would 
have been extraordinary. Notwithstanding the present adverse conditions, many of the faithful will at 
the cost of real sacrifice visit the Eternal City to kneel at the feet of the Common Father of Christendom. 
May the Jubilee Year bring great blessings to America!  
 
102. May we ever watch and pray that Christ abide in us and we in Him. May the Church ever prosper, 
and may our country in returning to prosperity realize that the Lord Christ is its greatest need!  
 
Given at Washington, in conference, on the twenty-sixth day of April, 1933.  
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